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When I look back over this past year, I have to say it’s been a pretty odd year overall. We’ve had some
unusual challenges in the church as well as the usual ones, but God has brought us through them all. We had
to spend a lot of time and energy on our church roof, but in the end we saved about $15,000 by doing it
ourselves. Doing the roof was also great for the fellowship and team-building for everyone who participated.
It’s good we saved money on this major project because the world-wide economic depression has made its
presence known in our offerings and our ability to stay abreast with our expenses. As the year closes, we are
still being challenged to turn things around financially.

In 2011, weve also had a number of families and individuals who had special challenges of their own.
Our church family has tried to help in every case, and sometimes that has been very demanding. We are
grateful to God for the recoveries we have seen from serious illnesses and injuries, but some of these recoveries
have taken a very long time (and, in some cases, are continuing even now). | am thankful to be part of a
congregation where people care about each other and will go out of their way to show it!

A year ago in 2010, we had had fewer public decisions for Christ than any year on record, but I am glad
to say the Lord really turned things around in 2011! We have had 22 public decisions so far in 2011, and 14 of
those have been people getting baptized into Christ! We praise God for each of them! Some of these decisions
came from the work we are doing out in the community to help people with their daily lives, and that should
encourage us to do more of the same.

Next year, we will be preparing an Annual Report for New Hope Christian Church. That name change
is coming in January, so now the challenge before us is to be the kind of church where New Hope is given to
anyone who needs it (and everyone does!) Let’s keep working on our hearts and attitudes so God can Work
more easily through us to touch the lives of people around us with His love. As I said last year, GROW, SHOW
and GO are not just rhyming words on a page. They are at the heart and soul of who we are and what we are
doing for God! They remind us of our purpose and tell us how we can accomplish it. As always, | pray we will

keep Growing, Showing, and Going for Jesus!
Looking forward to 2012,

JON



Ministry Reports:

The following reports are submitted by Areas of Ministry and/or individual Ministry
Teams. They are a glimpse of the Lord’s work that continues day-in/day-out throughout
the year.

OUTREACH AT ANTIOCH
We thank God for the people who made public decisions for Christ in 2011. We are always excited
when someone realizes their need for Jesus and the salvation that comes only through Him, and it’s a privilege
to witness their decision to follow Christ. We are also excited when someone decides Antioch Church of Christ
(New Hope Christian Church) is the church family/ministry they want to be part of. We hope everyone learns
to use their gifts and passions for Jesus here.
Here is the list of people who made public decisions at Antioch so far this year:

Kyle Epperson Transfer of Membership
Christina Epperson Transfer of Membership
Mark Ridings Transfer of Membership
Chris Ridings Transfer of Membership
Logan Privette Transfer of Membership
Danielle Morales Baptism into Christ
Christine Drazdowsky Baptism into Christ
Peter Lariviere Baptism into Christ
James Hilton Baptism into Christ
Noah Magerkorth Baptism into Christ
Brooklyn Hilton Baptism into Christ
Rob Embrey Baptism into Christ
Adam Richards Baptism into Christ
Abby Frazier Baptism into Christ
Savannah Butcher Baptism into Christ
Kaori Leach Transfer of Membership
Alison Leach Transfer of Membership
Kamela Elkins Baptism into Christ
Carmelia Oelze Baptism into Christ
Rodney Sweeney Baptism into Christ
Tammy Embrey Transfer of Membership
Beth Cummings Baptism into Christ

Please remember to pray for all of these people as they continue growing in the Lord. The goal is for
each of us to GROW in Christ so we can SHOW the love of God as we GO to people who are still far from
Him.

People new to our congregation are showing up almost every week still, and we are grateful for those of
you who are inviting people to come. We are also grateful to God for somehow prompting people we’ve never
met before to come to our services. Our greeters and others are doing what we can to build new friendships
with everyone who comes. We have also been constantly encouraging everyone this year to get OUT into the
community to meet and serve people who need Jesus in their lives. Dave Hileman from the Virginia
Evangelizing Fellowship came early in the year to do a building evaluation, and we have been steadily working
to make some improvements to our facility. He also presented an Assimilation Seminar early in the year to help
us follow-up with the people who are coming.

As part of our Outreach ministry this year, we held several events to reach out to our community in an
intentional way. We prepared and performed two musicals this year, one in the Spring and one for this



Christmas season. Many of our members bring their friends, co-workers and family members to our musicals
so that new friendships can begin and old friendships can be deepened. We also reached out through our
Vacation Bible School in July and our Octoberfest Fall Festival in October. (You can read more about these
events in other ministry reports.) We really enjoyed having the Christian Motorcyclists Association with us for
our Annual Church Picnic here at Plantation Lane to help us reach out to our community, as well.

Our New Life in Christ 101 and 201 courses were offered several times throughout the year, and many
people benefited from them. We appreciate the willingness of Dave Dunn and Clark Melillo to offer these on a
regular basis. These classes help people learn how to come to Christ and how to keep growing in their faith and
obedience to Christ. Don Lorah also has study materials for children and teens who are thinking about
becoming followers of Christ. This has proven helpful to their parents, too, as they decide if their child is ready
to make this important, life-changing decision.

Thanks to EVERYONE for whatever you do to help with the outreach of this church!

Jon Ulm

GREETERS MINISTRY

The greeter’s ministry is a very effective part of the evangelizing effort here at Antioch Church of Christ. Our
efforts are surely noticed and appreciated by all newcomers as well as our long time members. Our goal is to
make an effort to connect with people as they arrive at the doors of Antioch. Through this, we are able to better
direct newcomers to the appropriate classroom, kid’s room and nursery or to the worship center. Greeters are
able to touch base with current members and attendees through genuine fellowship. We are able to couple
greeters who enjoy working together. Each first time visitor receives a small gift with information regarding
our church as well as our surrounding area and a few goodies. As part of the Greeters ministry, Jon provides me
a weekly update for follow up calls as needed. | help Jon and the elders follow up with newcomers as well as
current attendees who may need a call just to say “We’re happy you’re here to worship with us”. I’m looking
forward to a wonderful year to come. Tina Melillo

MISSIONS MINISTRY
The objective of the Missions Committee is to carry out the Show portion of the Antioch Church of
Christ vision statement by prayerfully providing sound Christian stewardship of mission funds and
resources. The primary focus is to spread the gospel as stated in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-
20. We were excited to have Timothy Chaunkghum, a Burmese Barefoot Doctor with us this fall. This is
the first time we have had a “person” from Myanmar speak who is a product of a mission we support
(Frontier Laborers for Christ).

The missions we support monthly are:
CareNet
Central India Christian Mission
Christ in Youth
Crimea for Christ
Cornerstone Christian Church, Chambersburg, PA
Dr. John Paul, India
Discovery Christian Church, Harrisonburg, VA
Frontier Laborers for Christ, Thailand and Burma
Mexico — Sherri Nunez
Mid-India Christian Mission
Tri-State Christian Service Camp



Mountain Mission School, Grundy, VA
Save-the-Child Ministries
Several Antioch college students enrolled in Bible Colleges

VINE & BRANCH SMALL GROUPS

Activities

We have a number of small groups that meet in members’ homes or at church several times per month.
These groups are called “Vine and Branch” small groups. We believe that people need to stay connected with
other Christians through close, personal relationships in order to grow in their relationship with Christ. Small
groups are the place this growth can take place. We are also looking for new leaders, so if you would like to
lead, please let an elder know.
Volunteers
Small Group Leaders: Tom and Michelle Frazier, Dan & Vickie Higgins, Clark and Tina Melillo, Mitch Spray,
Jerry & LeeAnn Threatt and Jon Ulm & Joe Scott.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
This year, we have offered some outstanding courses, including:
New Life In Christ 101, 201, 301 and 401
Ladies Bible Study
Young Adults Bible School Class
Wednesday morning Men’s Support Group
Classes chosen by our adult Bible School teachers
Finance Class (Financial Peace by Dave Ramsey)
Teacher Training Classes
Parent Training Classes
We are proud of the variety and depth of what we are able to offer here, and we are also proud of the
many good teachers we have! We encourage you to take advantage of both the Bible School and other
classes offered to you from month to month.
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BIBLE SCHOOL

We offer Bible School for all ages. To learn more about classes for 2 year olds to High School you
can get that information in the Kids and Teen Sections. We also had classes for the Young Adults and Adults
at 9:00 a.m.

We have several Adult Sunday School classes held at 9:00 a.m. They are;

Young Adult led by Tom Frazier

General Adult led by Dave Maxey

Ladies Sunday School class led by Tina Melillo and a Issues and Answer Class led by Jon Ulm.

Leadership Class led by Clark Melillo



NEW LIFE IN CHRIST CLASSES

Activities

We have four classes that we want all of our members to attend within the first year or two of attending
Antioch. These classes contain biblical information about what we believe is fundamental for every Christian
to know and understand. We try to offer all four classes at least twice each year, with 101 & 201 offered on a
much more regular basis so we can get our new people plugged in right away.

New Life in Christ 101: Discovering Church Membership, Teacher — Dave Dunn

What does it mean to be a Christian? What does Antioch believe and how are we different than other churches?
What is expected of me as a member at Antioch Church of Christ? This class is for individuals who are seeking
to know more about Christ as well as those who are seeking to know more about the church. This class is open
to everyone.

New Life in Christ 201: Discovering Spiritual Maturity, Teacher — Dave Dunn

This class discusses the four basic habits every Christian needs to develop in order to grow to spiritual maturity.
This class will equip you with the skills you need to begin these habits and explain the tools you need to
continue these habits.

New Life in Christ 301: Discovering My Ministry — NetWork Course, Teacher — Becky Spray

God has given each of us unique passions and abilities and spiritual gifts that He wants us to use to serve Him.
NetWork will help you discover those gifts and provides a process to help you get plugged into a ministry that
is right for you.

New Life in Christ 401: Building BridgesEvangelism Course, Teachers - Jon UIm and Clark Melillo

All of us need to share our faith with others, but how do we do that in a relevant and non-threatening way? This
course explains the biblical command for all of us to share our faith with others.

It teaches you how to develop genuine relationships and then have the courage and skills to help bring your
friends and family into a relationship with Christ.

Ministry Leaders: Dave Dunn, Becky Spray, Jon UIm & Clark Melillo

NEW BUILDING COMMITTEE
The Journey of Faith Committee, under the guidance and direction of the Elders, is on a multi-year venture
to provide a building that will enable God’s Kingdom to grow. Several years ago, it was determined by the
Building Committee that the best way to do this is to move to a new, larger building. Following is timeline
summarizing the events leading up to the end of 2011:

1 2004 — Congregation approved moving

1 2005 — Start three year capital stewardship campaign to raise money for land purchase

i 2006 — Purchased 15 acres on Vint Hill Road

1 2008 — Completion of capital stewardship campaign. September

i 2008 — Buyer identified for our building and negotiations are in process as approved by the
congregation

1 2009 — The buyer could not get the funding necessary to purchase our building. We listed the
property with a realtor for six months: no sale.

i 2010 — Present: With many changes in our church, our community and the housing/mortgage

market we continue to seek God’s direction.

A prayer circle meets at the property the first Saturday of each month to pray for God’s direction. Of course
all are welcome and encouraged to attend this prayer circle.
We believe that God’s hand is everything we do; and we look to Him for direction.
Clark Melillo



MUSIC AND WORSHIP

Activities

The Worship Team leads each Sunday for the Sunday morning service and practices every other week
on Tuesday evening. Our goal is to provide a quality worship time that puts all of the focus on God and allows
each individual the opportunity to genuinely worship Him. Worship singers are chosen from those in the choir
who have demonstrated an above average ability as a soloist. We rehearse on the first and third Tuesdays at
7:00 p.m.

Volunteers

Ministry Leader for Worship Band and Vocalists: Becky Spray

Ministry Leader for Special Music and Drama: Becky Spray

Band Members: Jim Caron, Becky Spray, Mitch Spray, Randy Pitts, Kevin Peter Jones, Dick Galloway, Clark
Melillo. Jon Ulm and Tyler Melillo.

Worship Vocalists: Andrew Atkinson, Melissa Atkinson, Kathryn Goldfish, Penny Isenberg, Cindy Goldfish,
Nancy Pidcoe, Michael Briggs and Darcy Sweeney.

Choir

2011 was another great year for the Antioch adult/teen choir. The choir presented a spring musical,
Solomon. The musical was a mix of great music, drama, humor & message and was fun to perform! After a
well-deserved summer break, the choir began rehearsing in September for the 11" annual Christmas dinner
theater. This years' program, Searching for the Kingis a mix of Bible times and the contemporary situation in
the Middle East. We are especially excited to be honoring our troops in several special ways. Antioch's
adult/teen choir is a volunteer group of approximately 35 people with a desire to share their talents and love of
God through music. No auditions are required and the choir is open to anyone in the 6th grade and up.
Rehearsals are held on Sundays from 5:00 - 6:30. 201 is just around the corner and Easter plans are already
underway.

Special Music
Special music is designed to complement the sermon and/or worship theme. Singers prepare on their
own time and/or attend rehearsal with the worship band. Special music singers are chosen from those in the
choir who have demonstrated an above average ability as a soloist.
Becky Spray

RESOURCE CENTER
The Resource Center is maintained as a central location for supplies, crafts, and other items necessary
for use by various church ministries. Our teachers and youth workers are pleased to have these resources
readily available to them.




ANTIOCH TEEN MINISTRY

Activities

1. The Gathering meets on Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. for the 6"-12™ grade teens. We have
challenged ourselves to find our “God Passion” and pursue it. We continue to operate in the spirit of 50-
25-71-10, where we focus on the fruit the numbers represent.

2. Sunday School meets for both the Junior High and Senior High School. Our Junior High class is led by
Connie Maxey and our Senior High class is led by Don Lorah.

3. We have many special activities throughout the year; Retreat, ClY, Planet Wisdom, service projects, 30
Hours of Famine, One Meal One Day, fellowship and more.

4. We also have a Bible study that meets on Mondays at the Goldfish’s home at 6 p.m. We are answering
and review the book “Guerrilla Lovers” by Vince Antonucci.

5. We have a mentoring program where we pair an adult volunteer with a teen looking for spiritual
guidance in life. For more details on our mentoring program please see Don Lorah.

6. We have many people donating time and effort in volunteering with our teens. Thank you to all of you
who continue to serve and lead our youth towards a Mature Christian Adult Life?

Antioch Youth

1. Our Kids church service meets at 10:30am for K-5" graders on Sunday mornings. We have 4 teachers
and other volunteers who participate in our Kid’s program. K-2" graders are taught together in the Big
room and the 3-5™ graders are taught in the fish room.

2. We continue to offer Sunday School classes at 9 a.m for the K-5™ graders. One is for the 3"9-5" graders

taught by Steve Morales and Julie Phillips. They serve on a monthly rotation. The K-2" grade class is

taught by Michele Lorah and Darcy Sweeney.

We continue to offer our Wee Worship classes for Children 3 % -5 years old.

We have also added the Little Lambs classes for our 2 ¥ - 3 % year old Kids.

Nursery is offered for both Sunday School and our main worship hour.

We have had special events throughout the year; VBS, Octoberfest, Eastercation, and much more.

A Blg thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who participate in our Children’s program. We would not be

able to offer the services that we do offer without you! Don Lorah
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Grounds

This year’s spring-clean-up was the spreading of mulch in the in the flower beds and the removal of
weeds, underbrush, old bushes, and tree limbs and a cleaning inside the church. In the early summer the azaleas
and the bushes received a major trimming. Mike Howell keeps the grass in check by mowing every week, and
this year he tried to keep the weeds out of the flower beds by mulching and hoeing. He also took the mower for
a much needed servicing. After a severe roof leak caused major damage to the ceiling in the Little Lambs’
room, Clark Melillo led the acquisition of roofing materials, tools, equipment and a team of many to replace the
roof during four Saturdays. Due to a major budget shortfall, Clark was unable to complete the work of
replacing the soffits and gutters which will hopefully be completed in 2012. You don’t need a green thumb to
work the flowerbeds, string trimming, or any other yard activity, just a willing to get a little dirty - any help is
always appreciated.

Building

Many inside projects were accomplished this year. As part of the capital improvement program, the
following projects were accomplished: the water pipe in the hallway and nursery were boxed in by the expert
carpenters from our Hispanic church partners; these expert carpenters also lowered the ceiling and added



lighting in the hallway leading to the youth room; the bulletin boards were removed, several holes were
patched, and the hallways were painted which gave them a cleaner, less cluttered look; a large LCD TV and
DVD were professionally installed under the supervision of Clark Melillo and Jon Ulm in the entry next to the
kitchens to provide for another means to get information to our members and guests; a very nice coffee bar
service was installed in this area to give a neat, professional appearance. As part of unexpected church
maintenance and, after our Hispanic church partners repaired the big hole in the Little Lambs’ room caused by
the leaking roof, Don Lorah and Cheryl Pepin repainted both the nursery and Little Lambs’ rooms. They also
added the murals in nursery and a corner shelf in the little lambs’ room, and shelving to both rooms. On a not
so good note, the baptistery heater project was unsuccessful. As a work-around solution to heating the current
baptistery, the leadership decided to purchase a portable pump and heater system. This unit is transferrable to a
portable baptistery, which will be purchased sometime in the future and set up in the Worship Center. We also
had paper towel, toilet roll and soap dispensers installed in the bathrooms and, except for the toilet roll, the
kitchen. These are serviced by a local company and look neater and are as inexpensive to run as purchasing
supplies on our own. On a positive note the church cleaning crew continually does an exceptional job preparing
the church for worship every week. Let’s show our appreciation - do your part to help keep the building
presentable. And if you have a function, please clean up after you are done. Basic maintenance, especially
light repair, was one of the easier projects done in the church this year.

If you would like to help with either of these ministry areas please contact an elder or deacon.
Jerry Threatt

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
This year our Annual Church Picnic was held on the church grounds. We had special guests from the
Christian Motorcycle Association. With the food, motorcycles, moon bounce and other activities fun was had
by all!

MEN’S MINISTRY
The Men’s Ministry big event this year was the PUSH breakfast. Jerry Threatt and a great crew whipped
up a big breakfast for the guys that were finishing up a bicycle team that had been riding since they left
California. Thanks to all the guys who helped get them fed and out the door by 6:30 a.m. especially since they
had to get up before dawn on a Saturday morning. They have already set the date to come back next year!

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
The women’s ministry had a great year. Some of the activities included the All Daughter’s Banquet, the
Woman’s Retreat and the annual Christmas Party held in December.

This year the Women’s Retreat was held at Skycroft Retreat Center in Maryland. They had a different
program this year that involved many ladies in the church stepping out of their comfort zone and teaching. A
big thanks to Darcy Sweeney for heading up the retreat.

Linda Leavitt keeps the Secret Sister program humming along and all who participate have a great
time. There’s always room for more! Thanks, Linda!

The Women’s Ministry Committee this year included, Linda Caron, Bridgette Magerkorth, Tina
Melillo and Cheryl Pepin. If you would like to help in any way please contact any of the people on the
committee.




BENEVOLENCE & KOINONIA KARE

Antioch has had the opportunity to “show” the love of Christ by assisting families in our congregation and
in the community in the following manner:
1 By providing financial support for physical needs such as food, housing, transportation, etc.
1 By assisting individuals develop creative strategies to meet their physical needs.
The Benevolence ministry team assists people outside the congregation, and the Koinonia Kare assists those
inside the congregation. If you are interested in helping with these ministries please contact Buddy Almond
or Bob Sonnessa.

FOOD PANTRY
This year we have been able to keep our shelves stocked and organized for the most part. The community
definitely is benefiting from all those who have faithfully donated canned goods throughout this year. Please
remember this must become a weekly habit from all in order to maintain our shelves to the fullest capacity.
During the summer we changed our hours for the food pantry to Wednesday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to
noon. Benevolence Committee

LIBRARY MINISTRY

The library is being overhauled entirely. We are in the process of making it a Reference Library Only.

Please remember that we can still use book stamps from Family Christian Store. With these stamps we can use
them if there is a new book that would be good for reference. We can also use them to get children’s books and
videos. Cheryl Pepin

COMMUNION MINISTRY

The communion ministry is a small but very important thing that the volunteers do each week. Many

thanks to all who sign up to either set up or clean up (or both). We have had a problem in this area with people
signing up. A big thank you to Virginia Dedi who took this project on and called and got our volunteers for
2011. This does not take a lot of time and we need you to sign up again for 2012. If you would like to help in
this way please contact Cheryl Pepin. A sign-up sheet will be at the Information Table until all the months have
been filled. Thank you once again to all who participate in this ministry

Cheryl Pepin



Core Values of Antioch
Church of Christ

Knowing our Core Values helps us to clarify our priorities and reinforce our basic convictions as a
congregation of believers. They also help other people know much of what we believe and how we think God’s
work is to be done.

We are committed to reinforcing these core values in everything we do.

1. Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation from sin and its punishment.
Jesus alone brings New Life to those who entrust their lives to Him.  Acts 4:12

2. The Bible is the authoritative basis for what we believe and do.
Its message must be brought to every generation in a relevant, understandable way. Hebrews 4:12

3. Jesus’ Great Commandments to love God and our “neighbors” are central to our walk as Christians.
Everything we do should flow out of our love for God and the people that He loves. Mark 12:30-31

4. Jesus’ Great Commission to make disciples of all nations and baptize them is our primary mission.
There is no greater purpose than helping the Lost become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. Matthew 28:18-20

5. We come together every week to worship God and share our new life in Christ.
Celebrating the Lord’s Supper together builds community as the Body of Christ renews our life in Him.  Hebrews 10:19-25

6. Every Christian is a servant/minister of God, and every pastor is an equipping minister.
We each must discover and use our God-given abilities to serve God by serving the people around us. | Corinthians 12:4-11 | Peter
4:10-11

7. Small groups are the place where believers grow together and share each other’s joys and sorrows.
Face-to-face encouragement and accountability are fundamental to our continued growth in Christ.  Acts 2:46 Acts 20:20
Romans 12:9-16

8. Prayer is key to discovering God’s will and unleashing His power, and it is the beginning of God’s

work.
People empowered by God'’s Spirit can turn their world upside down for Christ!  Ephesians 6:18-20 Colossians 4:2-4

9. God’s Word can transform our daily lives, equip us for every good work, and prepare us for eternity.
We need to hear, read, study and apply the truths of Scripture to know and do God’s will. 11 Timothy 3:16 Hebrews 4:12-13



Z2NTIOCH' 'S
PURPOSE:

GROW

1 Through the study of God’s Word and prayer.
1 Through participation in our small groups.
1 Through the service and stewardship of all members

SHOW

1 Our love for God through worship
1 God’s unconditional love by serving others

GO

T To those who do not yet know Jesus

So that Antioch Church of Christ can accomplish this purpose, our goal is to have
every member of this church meet the following expectations:
1. Regular participation in Sunday worship and fellowship
2. Regular participation in a Vine and Branches small group
3. Ongoing service in one or more ministries of the church
4. Sharing our faith in Christ with others as we show the Love of God to people outside
our congregation.




