Memorial Service for Trooper Kevin Manion

February 22, 2006    2:00 p.m.

National Guard Armory Convocation Center, Clifton Forge, VA

ORDER OF MEMORIAL SERVICE:

State Trooper Opening:


Color Guard


Seating of State Highway Troopers


Seating of the Manion Family

How Great Thou Art  sung by one of the troopers

Family Remembrances of Kevin – by his sister Kristina

State Police Remembrances of Kevin – by his dear friend, Mark Pratt

State Police Chaplain Michael Honaker –


“No greater love … than to lay down his life for his friends.” 

King David about his son, “He cannot come to me, but one day I will go to him.”

Pastor Jon Ulm’s Message –

Opening Scripture and Comments by Jon – 

I Corinthians 15:50-58
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. {51} Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- {52} in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. {53} For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. {54} When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." {55} "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" {56} The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. {57} But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. {58} Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

One day a father and his daughter were out for a leisurely drive in the country. It was a hot summer day and the windows were rolled down. Suddenly the daughter began screaming and fidgeting in her seat. A bee had just flown inside the car through the open window. This would not have been a problem for most children, but for this little girl, it was a big problem. You see, this girl was very allergic to bee stings. In fact, even one sting could send her into a coma. As the girl was flailing her arms around, the father quickly pulled over to the side of the road, then calmly reached over and held his daughter’s arms down. Then, with his big, strong hands, he caught the mad bumblebee. The bee promptly stung the man, and he threw the bee out the window. The girl, still in hysterics and in tears, was unable to calm down. The loving father reached over and held her. Then he whispered these words in her ears: “It’s OK. It won’t hurt you now. I took the sting for you.”
Today we are facing the sting of death, and the sting of death is the pain it inflicts on all the people around it. But the Bible asks: “"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" because the sting of death has been taken by Jesus when He died for you and me!


I would like to share a true story this afternoon from the Gospel of John, Chapter 11.  It illustrates some things that we probably all need to hear as we are try to accept Kevin Manion’s tragic and senseless death.  John’s account tells the story of the death and resurrection of a good friend of Jesus Christ.

When Jesus’s longtime friend, Lazarus, became deathly ill, Jesus received word of Lazarus’ illness, but he did not leave immediately for Lazarus’ home in Bethany.  He told his disciples, “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”  John’s Gospel is quick to tell us that Jesus dearly loved Lazarus and his sisters, but he still didn’t move for two more days.  Finally, after two days Jesus said, “Let’s go back to Judea.”  He also told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let us go to him.”


Most people had to walk everywhere back then, and so by the time Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  People were gathered all around Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters, much as we are gathered around the Manion Family today.  They were doing their best to console Mary and Martha.

When Martha heard Jesus was approaching their village, she went running out to Jesus and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died!”  It’s obvious that she was hurt that Jesus did not come when he first heard Lazarus was sick, because He could have prevented his death.  As often happens at the time of death, some are quick to place blame, but not always fairly.  Sometimes like Martha we even blame God, at least for not preventing someone’s death.

So we should note Jesus’ reply.  Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”  That’s what Jesus wanted Martha to remember at the time of her Lazarus’s death, “Your brother will rise again.”   Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  Then Jesus asked Martha “Do you believe this?”  And to her credit she said, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”


Martha then ran back to the house to tell her sister, Mary, that Jesus had come.  Mary jumped up and ran to where Jesus was waiting on the edge of town.  Mary fell at his feet and said, as her sister had done.  “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Perhaps it was said now, not as an accusation, but rather as a plaintive cry of despair.  “Lord, if you had just been here, this tragedy would not have happened.”  Certainly we can identify with that emotion this afternoon.

Now, Jesus’ heart was touched deeply by Mary’s tears.  John tells us that as Jesus saw her weeping along with the Jews who had come to comfort the family, he asked, “Where have you laid him?” When they showed him the tomb, Jesus wept.  His grief was so genuine, so sincere, that strangers said, “See how much he loved him!”

Listen to me:  Never doubt our Savior’s love!  Never doubt Jesus’ love.  Even when we think He might be busy elsewhere, too busy to come to our aid; too tied up to care – at least on our timetable – NEVER doubt His love!  We are weeping here today.  If Jesus was still here in a human body, He would be weeping, too.  And people would be saying, “See how much he loved him!”

Jesus told the servants to take away the stone sealing the entrance of Lazarus’ tomb.  Martha protested, but Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”


So they took the stone away and Jesus prayed a prayer of thanks to God for hearing His prayer AND for helping people to believe that God had sent him.  Then He called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” and the “dead man” came out still wrapped in his burial shroud.  Jesus said, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

I love to retell this event recorded for us in the Bible because it so wonderfully pictures the New Life we can experience through Jesus Christ.   It promises us the HOPE we can have in Jesus Christ, and in Jesus Christ alone.     

I also love to retell it because it portrays Jesus experiencing the same EMOTIONS we are experiencing this afternoon:

1. On one hand, we are experiencing a great sense of loss and sadness, as our dear friend and family member, Kevin Manion, has been taken from among us.  We will handle our grief in different ways, but we all feel a deep sense of loss this afternoon.  

2. On the other hand, those of us who are Christians are feeling a great sense of hope and confidence in God’s power over the grave, as demonstrated by Jesus Christ at Lazarus’ tomb.  That same power has been given to Kevin Manion, although we have not been allowed to see him go into eternity with Christ.

Jesus was saddened by the loss Lazarus’ sisters and friends felt at his passing, but He was nevertheless unshaken by Lazarus’ death, because He knew God always has the final word.   Everyone who puts their trust in Jesus will live again by His power! 

We are greatly comforted in knowing that Jesus not only knows and understands exactly what we are feeling today, but He can do something about the loss we have experienced. In fact, He already has!


This memorial service is not the end of the story!  This is not the end of Kevin’s life.  As in the story of Lazarus’ death and resurrection, Jesus says, “Don’t worry!  This event will not end in death!”


I’m sure we are left with many questions this afternoon, questions that may not be answered for a long time.  Some of these questions we may never have an answer to, at least not in our time on earth.  But with our faith in Christ, the questions will ultimately lose their importance.  As He has promised, He is the Resurrection and the Life.  And ANYONE who believes in Him WILL LIVE, even though he dies.  


Jesus already paid the penalty for our sins oh His cross, and when we put our confidence in Him we can be certain we will live again!


We are here to THANK GOD for Kevin’s life.  We are here to thank God for the example of his faith in God and his kindness toward people of all ages.  Even though he was a quiet, unassuming man – many of the people in our congregation and our community were deeply touched by his life.  The many notes that have been posted on our church website in his honor testify to that!

Kevin was one of God’s special gifts to us, and we are here to praise Him for his life.  But we are here, most of all, to praise God for the certain HOPE we have in life because of what God has already done through His Son, Jesus Christ!


Antioch Church of Christ is located in Manassas, Virginia, where two Civil War battles were fought.     A giant bronze statue sits at the top of our battlefield, for it was at the first Battle of Bull Run that Confederate General Thomas Jonathan Jackson earned the nickname, “Stonewall Jackson.”  In the heaviest fighting, Jackson and his Virginians would not give up their position.  General Barnard Bee looked across the field of battle and observed, “There sits General Jackson and his Virginians, standing like a stonewall!  Let us determine to die here today, and we will conquer.  Rally behind the Virginians!”

 Historian Mark Brinsley wrote: 

“A battlefield is a deadly place, even for generals; and it would be naive to suppose Jackson never felt the animal fear of all beings exposed to wounds and death. But invariably he displayed extraordinary calm under fire, a calm too deep and masterful to be mere pretense. His apparent obliviousness to danger attracted notice, and after the first Manassas battle someone asked him how he managed it. "My religious belief teaches me to feel as safe in battle as in bed." Jackson explained.  "God (knows the) time for my death. I do not concern myself about that, but to be always ready, no matter where it may overtake me."

Jackson added poignantly, 'That is the way all men should live, and then all would be equally brave."


This was Kevin’s courage, a courage inspired by his faith.  Kevin lived in the quiet confidence that God would be with him WHATEVER life would bring.  He lived in the courageous faith that God would be there with him even as he walked through the Shadow of Death.  God’s timing was His business, and Kevin trusted God to be with him on and off the job.  
I pray that every Trooper, and indeed every person, assembled here today has the same courage, faith and hope that Kevin Manion did!   We thank God for his example, and for his life!

Congregation sings Just As I Am
Service at the Graveside:

Chaplain Mike Honaker – quoted a passage from John 14 and a beautiful poem

Pastor Jon Ulm – read the following scriptures and prayed

Psalm 103:8-18

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever;  he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.   For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

     As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.   As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.   But from everlasting to everlasting the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children’s children – with those who keep his covenant and remember to keep his precepts.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep  (that’s a euphemism for death), or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. {14} We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. {15} According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. {16} For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. {17} After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. {18} Therefore encourage each other with these words.

EXTRA THOUGHTS (not shared at the Memorial Service):

The last words any policeman wants to hear crackling over his radio are the words, “Officer Down!”  It’s a terrible thing to hear because instantly he knows one of his brother-officers has been shot.  

And yet that’s what officers heard this past Saturday when Kevin Manion went down.

It was the last thing 1st Sergeant Hawkins wanted to hear.  (Kevin’s superior in Clark County)

It was the last thing 1st Sergeant Kincaid wanted to hear.  (stayed with Kevin on med-vac to Fairfax)

It was the last thing Colonel Flaherty wanted to hear.   (head of Va. State Highway Troopers)

It was the last thing every state trooper on duty Saturday afternoon wanted to hear, but that was indeed what they heard – “Officer Down!”

The Tact Team sprang into action to see what was behind this malicious wounding, but their efforts were in vain.

Nothing they could do would save their brother who had been struck by a bullet discharged by inexcusable carelessness.  Nothing can explain away the injustice of that deed.

Nothing any of us can do would be able to bring Kevin back to us, as badly as we want to do so.

And yet, I want you to know something this afternoon.  Because of the hope that Kevin Manion placed in Jesus Christ, that officer is not still “down.”  We couldn’t do anything to save him, but thank God, Someone already came 2,000 years ago to do what we could not.  Because of the HOPE Kevin has in God’s Son, Jesus, he will never be “down” again.  

I want you to know, this brother-officer, Kevin Manion, is UP and alive again!  In fact, he is more “up” than he has ever been!  By the power of Jesus Christ, Kevin Manion is ALIVE, even though he died!  By the power of Jesus, Whom death itself could not hold, Kevin Manion is raised up once again!

It is just like the statement famous pastor Dwight L. Moody used to say to people, 

“Someday, you will read in the papers that D.L. Moody of East Northfield is dead. Don’t believe a word of it! At that moment I shall be more alive than I am now!” 



(The Other Side)

